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(57) Abstract: A patch applicator has an elongate body with 
an inner lumen and an outer lumen arranged concentrically. 
First and second connectors are provided and correspond to 
the inner and outer lumens, respectively. A patch is also pro- 
vided. In operation, a source of vacuum is connected to the 
first connector and draws a vacuum through the inner lumen. 
The inner lumen is then applied to a patch to releasably hold 
the patch. The patch is advanced within the patient until it is 
placed on top of and over a wound in tissue. The source of 
vacuum is then transferred to the second connector and pulls 
a vacuum through the outer lumen to clear bodily fluid from a 
field around the wound. After the field is cleared, the source of 
vacuum is removed and replaced by a source of flowable ad- 
hesive. Adhesive is injected through the outer lumen onto the 
patch and tissue surrounding the patch. The patch applicator 
holds the patch in place, allowing the adhesive to set. A release 
rod is advanced through the first connector and through the in- 
ner lumen into contact with the patch. The applicator is then 
removed from the patch, followed by the release rod. Thus, an 
adhesive patch is attached to close an opening in tissue. 
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